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TO:

ALL COUNTY FOSTER FAMILY HOME (FFH) PROGRAM LICENSING



AGENCIES

FROM:
ROBERT PATE, Statewide Children’s Residential Program Administrator 



Community Care Licensing Division

SUBJECT:
ADAM WALSH CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFETY ACT OF 2006 ~



COUNTY FFH PROGRAM PROCEDURES

Senate Bill 703 (Chapter 583, Statutes of 2007) was signed on October 13, 2007, allowing California to implement the federal Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 for prospective foster and adoptive parents effective January 1, 2008.  This law requires a completed Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) criminal history check prior to licensure or final adoption approval for applications received on or after 

January 1, 2008.  This is contrary to the prior authority to license or approve prospective foster or adoptive parents while waiting for a response from the FBI.  Further, an out-of-state child abuse/neglect check must be completed prior to licensure if the prospective foster or adoptive parent or any other adult in the home has lived in another state within the preceding five years.  Prior law only required a California Child Abuse Central Index (CACI) check.
This memo outlines the county procedures for implementation.  Further, Attachment I define and list the forms and documents that apply.  Additional information may be found on the Department’s website at http://www.ccld.ca.gov/AdamWalshl_2609.htm.

I. Prior to licensure and as part of the application process, all applicants and adults in the home are required to complete the revised “Out-of-State Disclosure and Criminal Record (LIC508D)”.  The revised LIC 508D asks the question if the individual has lived in a state other than California within the past five years.
A. If the applicant and/or adult living in the home checks “no” indicating they have not lived out of state in the last five years, continue to process the application.

B. If they check “yes”, the county must check the registry of each state identified.  The applicant and/or adult living in the home must each complete and sign the Out-of-State Child Abuse/Neglect Report Request (LIC 198B) to authorize the check.

II. Prior to contacting the state involved, the county should review the list of contacts for the other state on the Department’s website:  http://www.ccld.ca.gov/AdamWalshl_2609.htm.

A. The list index may provide additional information such as specific handling on forms, use of notaries, or processing fees.  These instructions should be followed, if any.

B. The county may need to contact the other state for additional instructions.  
C. With the information obtained, the county should be able to determine the following:  

1. If the LIC 198B is sufficient to request for information or, if the other state has their own required form to be completed

2. Identify other state contact

3. If the other state will accept a fax or require a letter sent by certified mail

4. If there is a required fee, the county may determine how these fees will be paid for this service
III. Upon completion of assessment on the other state requirement, fax or mail the LIC 198B or equivalent to the other state. 

A. Document “Child Abuse/Neglect Report Request (AW cover)” is a cover letter for the LIC 198B or equivalent that is used to request the information.

B. Available is a facsimile transmittal document to attach to the AW cover and LIC 198B.

IV. If the other state does not reply, the following steps are to be taken:
A. If no reply within 14 days, resend and stamp, “Second Request”.

B. If no reply for another 14 days, send additional request to the state and a notice to the individual who has federal oversight of the Adam Walsh Act noted below:

Patricia Pianko, MSW

U.S. Administration for Children and Families

90 Seventh Street, Ninth Floor

San Francisco, California 94103

Phone: (415) 437-8462  Fax: (415) 437-8436

Email: patricia.pianko@acf.hhs.gov
V. If a reply is received from other state, the following steps may be taken:
A. If no records, proceed in completing the application process.

B. If a child abuse match is received, send the applicant the “Notice of     Out-of-State Child Abuse Investigation (AW7)” document.  This allows application to ‘opt out’ and deny their application without us delving further into their past history.
C. If applicant does not withdraw their application, then proceed to investigate the Child Abuse Index Check procedures as indicated in the Evaluator Manual.
VI. If the applicant decides to proceed with the licensing process after a child abuse match is determined, the following should be considered:

A. If the evidence is substantial, a legal consultation should occur to determine denial of application.

B. If the information collected is not substantial evidence to determine dangerous behavior, continue with the licensing application process.

C. Document “Out-of-State Child Abuse Investigation Conclusion (AW12)” may be modified by the county and used to advise the applicant that the CACI check has been completed and a clearance is granted.

VII. The new requirement for a FBI clearance must be granted for any applicant prior 
to the home being licensed, whether or not they lived out of state previously.  
This new requirement applies only to the applicant and not other adult residents.

NOTE:  In Fall 2008, there will be additional changes per the Adam Walsh Act.  There 
will be a federal standard for non-exemptible crimes.  Additionally, the state list will 

change by adding one or two more conviction standards going beyond the federal 

standards.
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